





no way to sit out a dance and my only regret is that
we had to stop! It’s a good thing too, or I'd still be
dancing there.

Suitably charged up for Saturday, we had a full
day’s workshop with Pat Murphy, beginning with a
few minutes of step practice, and then the Boyne
Set. The real learning came with the Lough Neagh,
which was said to be a challenging set. Pat made
such easy work of teaching it that some of its moves
seemed entirely suitable for children to dance, and
yet you could only dance it at a ceili by practic-
ing it in advance. We finished up the day with the
Newmarket Meserts, another Cork set in honour of
the visiting band. During the afternoon a cheer was
raised when the two missing musicians arrived direct
from Frankfurt airport, a two or three hour road trip
with Christian, who made several such trips during
the weekend to pick up and deliver Irish visitors.

The venue for the weekend was the Unicum, with a
large, lofty, bright ballroom and an adjacent bar and
restaurant located about ten minutes’ walk from
the town centre. The hall was kept clear of seating
to maximise the space for sets, while an adjacent
room was filled with chairs for people to park their
coats and belongings. Refreshments were availa-
ble at any time, and we were provided with very
welcome complimentary morning and afternoon
tea breaks. Lunch was cleverly organised—there
were four colour-coded choices on the menu which
we ordered in advance by taking a matching ticket.
When we sat down to eat, our meal was delivered
promptly, so we could relax and enjoy it and still
resume dancing on time.

With the full band on stage, the mood on Saturday
night was even more festive and the music was just
as electrifying. Every set was a delight and [ had the
pleasure of being asked to dance by a succession of
German partners, all good dancers, many of whom |

Wigs reappeared for anothe
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Pat Murphy, Andrea Forstner and Tony Ryan posing with José Sanchez left. A buck set generated high hilarity at the Saturday ceili right.

didn'tknow, but it takes just one good set to become

friends for life! There were three special events dur-
ing the ceili, the first of which was the European

launch of the Abbey’s new cp, Béhar na Réidhe. Pat
Murphy had the honour of performing the launch

and spoke in praise of the band, their music and

their importance to set dancers. cbs were snapped

up afterward. Next there was a special performance

by a buck set, which has become a tradition here,
with the “ladies” decorated in wigs and aprons. And

before resuming dancing, one of Andrea’s loyal fol-
lowers presented her with an enormous bouquet in

thanks for the hard work of organising the weekend

and for keeping set dancing going locally the rest of
the year. With the formalities over, everyone filled

the floor for the last sets of the night. After the last
dance, the band played the Irish national anthem,
as requested by Andrea to make the experience as

much like being in Ireland as possible. Those who

weren't ready to retire planted themselves in the

bar for the next few hours for a late music session.
It lasted till sam with all four members of the band

participating and plenty of dancing.

Accommodation was in nearby hotels within walk-
ing distance. | was in a clean, warm guest house
just around the corner, and many dancers were in
a larger hotel two blocks away. Snow covered the
city, the sun made only rare appearances and the
temperature hardly rose above freezing all weekend
but no one took any notice—we had better things
to worry about!

Greeting me on my return to the Unicum on
Sunday morning was an article about the weekend
from the local paper which was posted on a board
for all to admire. It made a good case for set danc-
ing as a way of forming international friendships, and
helped attract a small number of spectators during
the day. In the morning workshop, Pat continued

r buck set left, as well as a buck session right, at the Sunday night visit to the Steinbach Brewery.
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our education with the Clare Orange and Green, a
challenging set, but one which provides an immense
amount of pleasure.

After another efficient lunch we returned to dance
the final ceili with the Abbey. The atmosphere had
climbed all weekend and peaked at this delightful
afternoon ceili. All the sets of the weekend were
chosen as if they had been planned in advance, with
minimal repetition and plenty of interesting ones,
though | am told there was no master plan—it just
happened. Today we danced my beloved West Kerry
and repeated the Orange and Green, among oth-
ers. After the last set and just before the national
anthem, Andrea made a short presentation of gifts
to the band, to Pat, to Tony Ryan who has taught
here himself in previous years, and to some of her
helpful friends. There were plenty of heartfelt good-
byes, but only from those who had to head home
right away. There was one last item on the agenda
for those not rushing away—a night at the brewery.

Erlangen is a big beer town—it’s home for two
breweries and celebrates a twelve-day beer festival
in the spring which attracts over a million people. To
let the dancers experience a bit more of the city than
just the Unicum, Andrea arranged a Sunday night
session in the beer cellar of the Steinbach brewery in
the city centre. Here everyone drank tall glasses and
big jars of beer and sampled the native cuisine. The
fun started gradually with some singing, then some
waltzing, quickstepping and a bit of sean n6s, some
inevitable sets and culminated in the reappearance
of the wigs and another buck set. The members of
the Abbey were there too and continued playing
all night, even occasionally hiding under wigs! This
was where those of us remaining made our final
goodbyes to friends new and old, and promised to
return again next year.

Bill Lynch
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