Karlsruhe meets K(C)astletown

Always in October, there is a selection of set dance weekends to be held in Germany. One of my favourites is organised by the Slaughterhouse setdancers in Karlsruhe. They usually have the fine weather booked for these days and so it was again this year.

Organising set dance weekends myself over five years, I appreciate and enjoy the work of others in planning and running such events much more than ever before. The love for the dancing, the pleasure of meeting lots of friends and all the good feelings during these days compensate for all the work before and during the workshop.

Looking forward to all these benefits I made my way from Erlangen to Karlsruhe on the motorway in 3 hours, getting there without the usual traffic jam on a Friday afternoon. 

A good while in advance I was told that an ‘invasion’ from Co Laois was expected for the weekend and so I headed in time for an Italian restaurant in the old town for pizza, pasta and a little get together with them. Lots of kissing and hugging with friends had to be done before. Within 15 minutes the little restaurant was packed with people, including many from Co Laois like well known John Sinnott and Michael Lawlor from the Half Door Club. But there were more VIP’s from Ireland like Anne from the famous Coffee Pot in Abbeyfeale and friends.

Saturday morning gave us time for a relaxed breakfast before the first workshop started at 10:30am. Since many years Patrick O’Dea is on duty for this weekend and with a loud shout to take the floor for a set he began with the Ardgroom Polka Set. This set is packed with different styles of dancing including the lovely ‘walking’ polka in the 3rd figure. In Partick’s workshops dancers get no rest while watching a showset, in fact he keeps us going all the time. We continued with more technical stuff as Patrick called it, we danced the Armagh Set. To finish the morning workshop we danced quickly through the Ballyvourney Jig Set. 

The afternoon started with the Monaghan Set and while doing it Patrick introduced us to single and double reels. The Slaughterhouse Set dancers are well known for serving wonderful homemade cakes during the weekend and so dancers had the pleasure to enjoy them again during the breaks this year. This is always a great chance having chats and making new friends.

Ceilis usually start early in Germany and so everybody was back for more sets at 8:30pm. Taylor’s Cross from Limerick was back in Karlsruhe for the 2nd  time this year.  The first Set was the lovely Sliabh Luchra Set, one of my favourites at the moment, followed by the Connemara, Cashel, Clare Lancers, Plain, Ballyvourney Jig and to finish we danced the Caledonian. 

At 10:30 am Patrick was waiting for us to repeat the Monaghan Set and then we danced the Down Lancers Set under his humorous secure guidance. He informed us that this set would probably  never be danced in a Ceili, but so what: everybody enjoyed giving compliments to dance partners while bowing, the typical kick steps and the wonderful line up figures in this Set! Patrick finished the morning workshop with 3 figures of the Plain Set which often cause problems to non experienced dancers.

Tailors Cross was back on stage in the afternoon and we finished this lovely weekend dancing Sets like the Ardgroom, Monaghan, Mazurka and a few more. Last but not least Donie Nolan  from Taylors Cross sang the wonderful song “The land of the Gael” for us and then we had the pleasure to hear the Irish Antem, there is no better finish of any Ceili!

